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prisoners was a woman communist, who might have been
very useful to us in learning the strength of the enemy. De$/
Comrade, repeal your order, which is dangerous to us. TKe
cossacks are murmuring at such ruthlessness, and are afraid,
that the Reds will kill their prisoners too and destroy ow
villages. You are marching on with your companies lifj/
Taras Bulba in the historical novel of the writer Pushkin,
putting everything to fire and sword and upsetting the
cossacks. Please do not condemn the prisoners to death, but
send them to us. In that will be our strength. With all good
wishes for your health. We send you hearty greeting and
await your further success"
For three days success attended Gregor. He captured
Bukovsky by storm, and led his troops on towards Krasno
kutsk. A small detachment barring the way was taken
prisoner, but he did not give orders for the prisoners to be
killed, but sent them back to Vieshenska. Afraid of thi
sudden threat to their rear, the command of the Red front
on the Donietz river despatched several regiments and
batteries to deal with the rising. The Red reinforcements
came into conflict with Gregor's regiments close to Christ-
yakov. The struggle lasted for three hours, then, afraid
of being surrounded, Gregor withdrew his forces towards
Krasnokutsk. But the next morning his regiments were
attacked by a force of Red cossacks from Khopersk, and
Don cossacks were once more sabring one another in great
style. Gregor himself lost his horse and was wounded in
the cheek. He withdrew his regiments from the engagement
and retreated to Bukovsky.                                              J
The same evening, wishing to obtain more information
about the enemy, he questioned a prisoner, a cossack from
Khopersk district. The man replied willingly, but with a
forced and crooked smile.
" What reserves of ammunition have your forces got ? "
Gregor demanded.
" The devil knows how much ! "
" And guns ? "
'' Eight at least/'
" Where was" your regiment raised ? "                            a
" From the Kamensky villages."
" What did the cossacks say when they were mobilised ? "